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Watersheds of Kenton County
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The Ohio River Watershed spans 13 states, covering more than
203,940 square miles. More than 25 million people live within the
Ohilo River's drainage area, and Kenton County, Kentucky is part of
the Ohio River Watershed.
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of Kenton County

____ The Licking River is a part of the Ohio Rive Watershed. It begins in
the mountains of Eastern Kentucky and flows northwest until it

meets the Ohio River. The Licking River Watershed drains roughly
3,600 square miles (about 10%) of the Commonwealth. More than

250,000 Kentuckians rely on the Licking River for drinking water.

This Story Map will explore the watersheds of Kenton County in

further detail.

Kenton County includes 11 subwatersheds, all of which are
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. . ceeee a part of the Ohio River watershed. A watershed is an area of
Dl‘y Creek Ohio River “Awatershed is the land water flows across or through on its way to a common land that drains to a particular stream, river, or lake. Healthy
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o receiving water, such as a stream, river, lake, or ocean. Watershed watersheds are important because they provide habitat for

o houndaries are estahlished along the tops of ridges and hills and | d . | . | .. d drinki
o determine what direction runoff from rain will travel once it hits the plants ana animals, recreational opportunities, and drinking
surface. Changes in elevation, the geologic formations and terrain dictate water for our communities. More information can be found

21.4 Sq. Mi. where and how water will flow in a given area. in the Story Map at: Iinkgis.org
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“Impervious surfaces such as paved roads, parking lots, and roof tops are

a primary cause of water contamination and urban/suburban flooding.
Impervious surfaces prevent water from entering the ground where
it can be cleansed and slowly released into the surface drainage system
or recharge aquifers. Water running over impervious surfaces picks up
contaminants and flushes concentrated volumes of pollutants directly into
streams and rivers.”
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‘Headwater streams are integral to watershed health because they

are the origins of the stream network, having unique characteristics that
separate them from larger streams. Disruption to these areas of the watershed
can set off chain reactions that can migrate throughout the length of the stream.”
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“The nature of soils and topography in a watershed play an important role 34.7 Church
in both the amount of runoff generated and the amount of soil erosion

that can occur.”
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Watershed Features
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How Does This Topic
Apply to Direction 20307

Strive to achieve a balance between
development and preservation.

—JImpervious Surface
~ Flow Direction of water

I Surface Elevation (ft.)
964 - 465

KENTUCKY

Encourage innovative design on sites with constraints
based on the presence of natural systems and
incentivize the protection of quality open space. =

Featured Data Sources
www.direction2030.0rg
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www.linkgis.org

www.pdske.org NKYmapLAB Awards Encourage cooperative governance.
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Www.arcgis.com
Continue to encourage the sharing of technical tools

and resources effectively reducing the cost of the
system.
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